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A new neighbourhood with
distinct Surrey character

Community Update
Following engagement with the local community, Ashill has now submitted a planning application to Waverley
Borough Council (WBC) for the site at Ockford Park, land between Halfway Lane and Aarons Hill, Godalming.
The application seeks planning permission for 262 new homes, a new country park and a community building.

Key Benefits
1. 262 new homes including 78 affordable homes
(54 affordable and 24 shared ownership)
2. Significant highways improvements
3. Assisting in securing Green Oak School’s long
term future

4. New community facilities
5. Provision of a new country park open to all
6. Financial contributions to local infrastructure.

WBC Land
OCKFORD PARK

GBC Land
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Why this land?

Community Benefits

Planning Obligations

The land is well located on the edge of Godalming, less than a 10 minute walk to the town centre and railway
station. Now that Waverley Borough Council have released the site from the Green Belt, its development offers
the opportunity to provide a new softer edge to the countryside and creates a new entrance into the town from
the north.

The proposals include the provision of a new
community building in the centre of the site, as well
as, the Valley Park, areas of public open space and a
community garden, that will be available for new and
existing residents to use.

In the event that a planning permission is granted it
will be accompanied by a legal agreement to ensure
delivery of significant financial contributions to mitigate
the impact that the development may have on existing
infrastructure such as local schools, doctors, dentist,
schools and libraries. The exact contributions will be a
matter for the Local Planning Authority to decide.

What’s Happened So Far?
After four years of hard work and consultation,
Waverley Borough Council adopted their Local Plan
Part 1: Strategic Policies and Sites in February 2018.
The site has now been removed from the Green Belt
and is included as part of the Godalming settlement
within the Local Plan.
WBC has recently finished a consultation on their Part 2
Local Plan which proposes the site to be allocated for a
residential development of up to 270 new homes.
We have has been engaging with local residents
and stakeholders over the last six months, with 200
people attending a public consultation event in May.
At that event a scheme of circa 270 new homes was
presented along with background information on
highways, landscaping and community benefits. Ashill
has taken time to consider the feedback given at that
event and made alterations to the proposals and also
incorporated other measures to seek to overcome
concerns raised.

The Planning Application and
what it Delivers?
New Homes
The proposals will deliver a total of 262 new homes.
This will include 78 new affordable homes in the form
of affordable rent and shared ownership, which will be
available to local people and delivered and managed by
a housing association.
The development will provide a range of dwelling types
including 1 & 2 bedroom apartments and 2, 3, 4 and 5
bedroom houses. The proposals have sought to target
housing that is needed in the local area and for that
reason the majority of the units are 2 and 3 bedroom
family houses.

Valley Park
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We are currently liaising with parties who maybe
interested in occupying the building. We are also
working with local stakeholders to ensure that existing
community facilities are not adversely affected by our
proposals.
The open spaces, which have always been in private
ownership, have been designed to be open to the
community and will incorporate play and fitness
equipment and bird and bat boxes to enhance
existing habitats.

Green Oak Primary School
We are discussing the future of Green Oak Primary
School with Surrey County Council. The school’s
closure has been looming, but the delivery of over 260
new homes will bring in new families who will help to
significantly improve the long term viability of the school.  
It is also envisaged that the open spaces becoming
publically accessible will provide further opportunities
for outdoor learning for the school.

Existing Utilities
We have carried out consultation with all local utilities
providers (i.e. gas, water, electricity, BT and Broadband)
who have confirmed that there is capacity to facilitate
this development coming forward.

Adjoining land within
Guildford Borough Council
Guildford Borough Council has indicated that land
adjoining this site that falls within its jurisdiction, could
be released from the Green Belt and allocated for the
delivery of up to 200 new homes. If that happens a
further consultation with the local community will be
carried out at the appropriate time. However, it is down
to Guildford Borough Council to determine if the land
should be released from the Green Belt.

View from Half Way Lane towards Field Edge
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Overview of Local Highway Improvements

Highways Improvements

SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS
(VISUAL NARROWINGS AND REPEATER SIGNS) TO REMIND
DRIVERS THEY ARE APPROACHING A BUILT UP AREA AND
ENCOURAGE LOWER SPEEDS

RESURFACING OF HIGHLIGHTED SEGMENT OF BRIDLEWAY AND
FOOTPATH
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REDUCTION IN SPEED LIMIT TO 40MPH,
INTRODUCTION OF GATEWAY AND REMOVAL OF
CENTRE LINES TO INCENTIVISE DRIVING MORE
SLOWLY (EXAMPLES BELOW)
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SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS TO
WESTBROOK ROAD BRIDGE

We are aware that there are concerns about the impact
of 262 new homes on the highway network. We have
listened to the local community and discussed our
proposals at length with the highway authority, Surrey
County Council. As a result, our proposals include the
following works to the highway network, subject to the
agreement of Surrey County Council:
11.

Improvement works to the Eashing Lane and A283
junction at Milford. This will provide new right and
left hand turn lane from Eashing Lane onto the
A283 and a new left hand slip lane from the A283
into Eashing Lane.

22.

Traffic calming measures along Eashing Lane:  A
reduction in speed limits; ‘Gateway’ features;
and, visual narrowing by using white lines to aide
motorists and reduce speeds.

33.

New parking bays at the eastern end of Eashing
Lane (at the junction of Portsmouth Road),
and prohibiting parking on the downslope side
of Eashing Lane to avoid unrestricted parking
conflicting with traffic.
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PARKING BAYS ON SOUTH SIDE OF EASHING LANE
AND PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON NORTH SIDE TO
ENSURE TWO WAY MOVEMENT

44. Resurfacing of New Way, making it more attractive
to pedestrians and cyclists as a direct route in to
the town centre all year round.
55.

1

Car club spaces will be provided on site which will be
available for the use of new and existing residents.

JUNCTION WIDENING TO 2 LANES TO
REDUCE DELAY JOINING A283 AND
INTRODUCTION OF A LEFT TURN
DIVERGE LANE ON A283
1
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Safety improvements around the Westbrook Road
railway tunnel to raise awareness of cyclists in
the area.
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Whilst it is acknowledged that the development would
generate traffic, the test is whether the increase
would be significant.  We have carried out extensive
consultation with the highway authority to demonstrate
that development would not have a seriously adverse
impact on the highway network. The proposed highway
improvements are being provided to help alleviate
concerns over traffic in the local area and make the
existing junctions, that are not working at capacity, more
attractive to use than other routes.
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The Masterplan

Aspects of the Scheme
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1.

New arrival space on
Aaron’s Hill

2.

Village Green and
community buidling
Inward facing linear greens
with framed views

3.
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Valley park
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Existing Public Right of
Way
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New pedestrian route to
the station

10. Community garden
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Field Edge
11. Play area
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If you have any queries, please contact us on
020 8786 6130, info@ashill consultation.co.uk
or via the project website:
www.ashill-godalming.consultationonline.co.uk

8

Ockford Park, Godalming - Newsletter

